JLPT N3 Adjectives

The full list: ~30 i-adjectives and ~53 na-adjectives that are new at N3, grouped by meaning
so you learn them in clusters

List of i-adjectives for the JLPT N3

Only ~30 — i-adjectives are a closed class, so most of the everyday ones are already behind you at N4.
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Meaning

painful, distressing
frustrating, regrettable
tight, tough, harsh
steep, harsh

itchy

poor, impoverished

it can't be helped

Meaning

terrifying
suspicious, dubious
hateful

ugly

unfair, sly

intense, violent

Meaning

noisy

noisy, boisterous
dim, gloomy

smelling of sweat

Meaning

smart, wise

very young, childish
lovely, adorable
good-looking, cool

grateful, welcome
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Kanji Reading
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TEXTURE, SPEED AND DEGREE
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Meaning

skilful, delicious

Meaning
coarse, rough
loose, slack
sharp, keen
slow, sluggish

odd, funny

tremendous, incredible

fine, all right (polite)

List of na-adjectives for the JLPT N3

Roughly twice as many — this is where your study time should go. Watch the K pairs: learn the positive form and the

negative one is almost free.

CERTAINTY AND POSSIBILITY

Kanji Reading
S m<L>
mm rzum

BASH HESH
BAHE HuLIn<
BEER HLFEL
W UH &>
GILZ ho>

REJge Ya)ls)
=0 LR

FORTUNE AND HARDSHIP
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Meaning

certain, reliable
certain; if | recall
clear, obvious
clear-cut, definite
ambiguous

subtle, delicate
possible
impossible

unexpected

Meaning
lucky

unlucky

happy
unhappy

advantageous
disadvantageous

poor

luxurious, extravagant

expensive
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Kanji Reading Meaning

e He< good value

CHARACTER AND ATTITUDE

Kanji Reading Meaning

HEH FUO® serious, earnest

B3 LATA serious, in earnest

Bl R>LA enthusiastic

A nueuv calm, level-headed

& ~NE unfazed, indifferent

0O nCS clever

EE S5hlED violent, rough

LVOVIDSRR VWOHNFA irresponsible, half-hearted
bS] TEES suitable — or slapdash, depending on context
HEE HFlLeh stylish

SPEED, FORCE AND SCALE

Kanji Reading Meaning

20F T 5Z< rapid

F=b TS (FE sudden, drastic
=R Z5%< high-speed
277 FTEO5D &L powerful

BA IHA thriving, active
== F55 abundant

N SZEL insufficient
TE hAEA complete

—f& WolEA general, ordinary
ES HE main, principal
R CELES various

E— ES0D identical

Exam bait: 238 and 2% are near-identical in meaning. Classic paraphrase-question material.

STATES AND CONDITIONS

Kanji Reading Meaning
i FAEL satisfied
i LAEA fresh

iz H5lk new, fresh
A ~AQD peaceful
BH Crp> free
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Kanji Reading Meaning
ENE]:: SRS restricted, inconvenient
RiE W< D boring

EnfE HAES troublesome

EE CxE in the way

EINE] L)) no good

BRER HEwRIEp chaotic, absurd

BoJk Foh bright red

Not sure whether a word is i or na? Put it in front of a noun. If it demands 7%, it is a na-adjective — no matter
what it ends in. N UKIE settles it forever.

Full conjugation cheat sheet and the two tests: nihongo-career.com
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