100 Basic Kanji for Beginners

Your free starter chart — the most useful characters, grouped by theme, with a common
reading, an example word, and its meaning.
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Kanji Reading Example Meaning
[] ichi / hito OO (hitotsu) one
] ni / futa 00 (futari) two
[]  san/mi 00 (mikka) three
[1  shi/yon 0 O (shigatsu) four
] go / itsu 00O (itsutsu) five
[] roku / mu 00 (muika) six
[] shichi / nana OO (shichiji) seven
[] hachi/ya 00 (yoka) eight
] kyu / ku 00 (kugatsu) nine
] ju/to 00O (toka) ten
[] hyaku OO (hyaku en) hundred
[ sén 00O (sen en) thousand
] man OO (ichiman) ten thousand
[] en O O (hyaku en) yen, circle

100 Basic Kanji for Beginners -

Nihongo Online School

nihongo-career.com



Days & Time

LEN] Reading Example Meaning
[] nichi / hi 000 (nichiyobi) day, sun
[] getsu / tsuki 000 (getsuyobi) moon, month
[] ka / hi 000 (kayobi) fire
[] sui / mizu 000 (suiyobi) water
[] moku / ki 000 (mokuyobi) tree, wood
] kin / kane 000 (kinydbi) gold, money
[] do / tsuchi 00O (doydbi) earth, soil
[] nen / toshi OO (kotoshi) year
[] ji'/ toki 00 (jikan) time, hour
[] fun / wa OO (gofun) minute, part
[] kon /ima 00 (kyo) now
[] han 00O (hanbun) half

Kanji Reading Example Meaning
] jin / hito 000 (nihonjin) person
[] dan / otoko 00O (otoko no hito) man
L] jo/onna OO0 O (onna no hito) woman
[] shi / ko 000 (kodomo) child
[] chichi 0000 (otdsan) father
] bo / haha 0000 (okasan) mother
[] yG / tomo 00O (tomodachi) friend
[] mei / na 00 (namae) name
[] kei / ani 0000 (oniisan) older brother
[] shi/ ane 0000 (onésan) older sister
[] tei / ototo OO (kyodai) younger brother
[] mai / imoto [0 (imoto) younger sister
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The

Kanji

[]

[]
[]
[
[]
[]
[]
[]

Body

Reading

moku / me
ji / mimi

ko / kuchi
shu / te
soku / ash
tai / karada
shu / kubi

shin / kokoro

Example

0 (me)

0 (mimi)
U (kuchi)
O (te)

U (ashi)

U (karada)
O (kubi)

0 (kokoro)

Meaning

eye
ear

mouth, opening
hand

foot, leg

body

neck

heart, mind

Kanji

[]

O 0Oo0o0o0o-g-gog ™
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Reading

san /yama
sen / kawa
den/ta

ten

ka / sora
ki / ke
u/ame

ka / hana
gyo / sakana

so / kusa

Example

[ (yama)

O (kawa)
U000 (tanbo)
00O (tenki)

[ (sora)

0 O (genki)

0 (ame)

U (hana)

U (sakana)

O (kusa)
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Meaning

mountain
river

rice field
sky, heaven
sky, empty
air, spirit
rain

flower

fish

grass
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Size & Qualities

Kanji

[]

O 0Oo0o0o0o-g-gog ™

]

Reading
dai/ 0
cha / naka
sho / chii
ta/o

sho / suko
ko / taka
an/yasu
shin / atara
ko / furu
cho / naga

haku / shiro

Common Verbs

Example
000 (okii)

O (naka)

U OO (chiisai)

ggd (oi)

O00 (sukunai)

00O (takai)

00 O (yasui)

O 00 (atarashii)

OO (furui)
[0 O (nagai)

O 0O (shiroi)

Meaning

big

middle, inside
small

many

few

tall, expensive
cheap

new

old

long

white

Kanji

[]

N ) ) N Ny A [y IO
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Reading

ken / mi
bun / ki
gen /i
shoku / ta
in/no

ko /i

rai / ku
doku / yo
sho / ka
wa / hana
kai/a
kya / yasu

bai / ka

Example

g (miru)
00 (kiku)
OO (iu)
0oOdgd (taberu)
0O (nomu)
OO (iku)
00 (kuru)
0O (yomu)
U0 (kaku)
00 (hanasu)
00 (au)

0O (yasumu)

OO (kau)
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Meaning

to see
to hear
to say
to eat
to drink
to go

to come
to read
to write
to speak
to meet
to rest

to buy
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Places & Getting Around

LEN] Reading Example Meaning
[] eki O (eki) station
] do / michi 0 (michi) road, way
[] sha / kuruma O (kuruma) car
[] koku / kuni O (kuni) country
[] ten / mise O (mise) shop, store
[] ka /ie O (ie) house, home
[ gaku / mana 00 (gakusei) study, learning
] ko 00 (gakkd) school
[] shi /ichi O (shi) city
[] cho / machi O (machi) town

Kanji Reading Example Meaning
] j6 / ue O (ue) up, above
[] ka / shita O (shita) down, below
[] zen / mae 0 (mae) before, front
] go / ato 0O (ushiro) back, after
] u / migi O (migi) right
[] sa / hidari O (hidari) left
[] gai / soto 0 (soto) outside
[] hoku / kita O (kita) north
] nya / hai OO (iriguchi) to enter
[] shutsu / de 00O (deguchi) to exit

Ready to go further? Our private 1-on-1 online lessons take you to JLPT N5 in 3-6 months —
nihongo-career.com
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