
JLPT N5 Study Material List (Free PDF)  
A guide to the best resources for JLPT N5 preparation 

 

Comprehensive Textbooks ​
 

Resource  Summary  Buy  Free PDF 

Minna no Nihongo  
(Elementary 1) 

The gold standard for N5 prep. Covers 
grammar, vocabulary, and all 4 skills. 
Widely used in language schools 
worldwide. Supplementary books 
available. 

Buy on Amazon  Full PDF 

Marugoto (A1, A2)  Developed by the Japan Foundation. 
Focuses on real-life communication. 
A1+A2 = N5 equivalent. Flexible and 
beginner-friendly. 

Buy on Amazon  Official free 
resources 

 
 

Grammar-Focused Textbooks ​
 

Resource  Summary  Buy  Free PDF 

TRY! N5  Grammar-focused series spanning N5 to N1. 
Available in English, Chinese, Vietnamese. 
Free audio & vocab lists on publisher's 
website. 

Buy on Amazon  N/A 

Sou Matome N5  Skill-specific volumes (grammar, kanji, 
vocab, listening). Easy difficulty, good intro 
to N5. Best used alongside another main 
textbook. 

Buy on Amazon  Full PDF 

 
 

For English Speakers ​
 

Resource  Summary  Buy  Free PDF 

Genki 1 (3rd Edition)  Most popular N5 textbook for English 
speakers. Clear grammar explanations in 
English, comprehensive exercises, 
workbook included. Great for self-study. 

Buy on Amazon  Full PDF 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/4883196348
https://pdfcoffee.com/minna-no-nihongo-beginner-i-textbookpdf-pdf-free.html
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Marugoto+A1+A2+Japanese
https://archive.org/details/marugoto-starter-activities-mp-3/A1-ES_rev/
https://archive.org/details/marugoto-starter-activities-mp-3/A1-ES_rev/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/4872179005
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Sou+Matome+N5
https://fr.scribd.com/document/511836590/Nihongo-Sou-Matome-N5-All-in-One
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Genki+1+third+edition
https://pdfcoffee.com/genki-textbook-1-3rd-edition-3-pdf-free.html


Official JLPT Practice Materials ​
 

Resource  Summary  Buy  Free PDF 

JLPT Official Practice  
Workbook (N5) 

Published by the Japan Foundation. The 
most accurate representation of the real 
exam format. Essential for final exam prep. 

Buy on Amazon  N/A 

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/4910447407
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